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START 

Is the invention novel 
and inventive? 

Are more experiments 
possible? 

Is trade secrecy 
appropriate? 

Option: Make a 
defensive publication? 

Is the invention covered 
by a patent or pending 

patent application? 

Is the invention at the 
priority application 

stage? 

Has the PCT application 
been filed and 

published? 

STOP! 

Document as trade secret 

Delay!  

If you publish your invention 

you cannot file a priority 

application 

Delay!  

If you publish your invention 

you cannot re-file a priority 

application 

Delay!  

If you get a bad 

international search you 

cannot withdraw 

Bad search?  

Withdraw your application 

and go back to the START 
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